AGNES HITCHCOCK
Agnes Hitchcock founded Call 'em Out to hold Detroit elected officials accountable through protests, recalls, sit-ins, and annual awards dinners. At the annual dinners, Call ‘em Out presents awards of “dishonor” to officials who betray citizens, and “honorable” awards to people’s warriors.


 "The people have a right to expect aggressive action by the city's officers in seeking to advance, conserve, maintain and protect the integrity of the human, physical and natural resources of this city from encroachment and/or dismantlement,” says the Detroit City Charter.

It requires officials to provide decent housing; excellent education; job opportunities; reliable and convenient transportation; recreational facilities and activities, cultural enrichment ( libraries and museums); clean air and waterways, safe drinking water and a sanitary, environmentally sound city.
When officials violate the charter, particularly by privatizing public services, Call ‘em Out pickets their homes, sits in at their offices, and holds recalls. It has targeted City Council members Sheila Cockrel, Ken Cockrel, Jr., Alberta Tinsley-Talabi, Martha Reeves, Monica Conyers and Kwame Kenyatta. It has picketed the homes of former School Board president Jimmy Womack and State Reps. Bill McConico, “Buzz” Thomas and George Cushingberry. The group sat in at City Clerk Janice Winfrey’s office to protest the rigged city elections of 2009.  

Mayor Dave Bing received a dishonor award for his contribution to the destruction of Detroit and its schools. Call ‘em Out protested at Bing Steel, now defunct, and served an eviction notice on Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick to vacate the Manoogian Mansion, long before he was jailed.

Its members demonstrated against thousands of water shut-offs during Kilpatrick’s administration. They protested the foreclosures of tens of thousands of Detroit residents, even helping move them back into their homes, and DTE utility shut-offs which have caused the deaths of dozens.
Agnes Hitchcock was arrested and convicted for throwing the “grapes of wrath” at school board members who voted “YES” on 50 school closings, the first of hundreds to come.

