MCR 2.003 and Code of Judicial Conduct Canon 2

MCR 2.003 (C) Grounds.

(1) Disqualification of a judge is warranted for reasons that include, but are not limited to, the
following:

(a) The judge is biased or prejudiced for or against a party or attorney.

(b) The judge, based on objective and reasonable perceptions, has either (i) a serious risk of
actual bias impacting the due process rights of a party as enunciated in Caperton v Massey,
_US ;129 SCt2252;173 L Ed 2d 1208 (2009), or (ii) has failed to adhere to the
appearance of impropriety standard set forth in Canon 2 of the Michigan Code of Judicial
Conduct.

Michigan Code of Judicial Conduct CANON 2:
A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the Appearance of Impropriety in All Activities

A. Public confidence in the judiciary is eroded by irresponsible or improper conduct by
judges. A judge must avoid all impropriety and appearance of impropriety. A judge
must expect to be the subject of constant public scrutiny. A judge must therefore accept
restrictions on conduct that might be viewed as burdensome by the ordinary citizen and
should do so freely and willingly.

B. A judge should respect and observe the law. At all times, the conduct and manner of a
judge should promote public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary.
Without regard to a person's race, gender, or other protected personal characteristic, a
judge should treat every person fairly, with courtesy and respect.

C. A judge should not allow family, social, or other relationships to influence judicial
conduct or judgment. A judge should not use the prestige of office to advance personal
business interests or those of others. A judge should not appear as a witness in a court
proceeding unless subpoenaed.

D. A judge may respond to requests for personal references.

E. A judge should not allow activity as a member of an organization to cast doubt on the
judge's ability to perform the function of the office in a manner consistent with the
Michigan Code of Judicial Conduct, the laws of this state, and the Michigan and United
States Constitutions. A judge should be particularly cautious with regard to membership
activities that discriminate, or appear to discriminate, on the basis of race, gender, or
other protected personal characteristic. Nothing in this paragraph should be interpreted to
diminish a judge's right to the free exercise of religion



