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AUGUST 9, 2009.  Thousand of City Workers and Residents Surround City-County Building to Defend Public Services and Public Workers.
Not This 
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DECEMBER 1, 2011.  Mayor Bing, Union Leaders and Others Pledge to Fight State Appointment of an Emergency Manager…With New Round of Contract Concessions and Service Cuts.
PICKET & RALLY at the City-County Building

Tuesday April 24 – 4:30pm

OPEN LETTER TO DETROIT CITY WORKERS AND RESIDENTS
We need to fight against contract concessions, service cuts and the dismantling of Detroit, not capitulate to them. 
Only the leadership of AFSCME Local 207 (Water Department) is willing and able to lead this fight. The rest of Detroit’s official leadership has repeatedly capitulated to, or collaborated with the enemies of Detroit. The officers of Local 207 are members of City Workers for Justice (CWJ). Before and after our election to local leadership in 2000, CWJ has fought against concessions and for a unified front against management, not with management. That’s why Local 207 officers are not in the photo supporting Bing’s phony opposition to a state takeover (see other side of flier). CWJ lead the many fights against the takeover of the Water Department, and that fight continues. We approach each battle with the interests of city workers and residents uppermost in our minds. We refuse to limit our demands and actions to what is acceptable to the politicians and their rich backers. We know that both the Republican and Democratic parties represent the interests of the super-rich, not us. Union or community leaders who divert our struggles for justice into voting for the Democrats are merely leading us into passivity, demoralization and defeat. In 2009, thousands of city workers and residents rallied against cutbacks (see other side of flier) but were diverted into the doomed electoral efforts of mayoral candidate Tom Barrows.
In 2006, city workers had contract concessions rammed down our throats by Mayor Kilpatrick. Only Local 207 said that we should strike. In 2010, encouraged by our defeat in 2006, Mayor Bing again imposed even worse concessions. Only 207 said that we should strike. Six months later Bing wanted more concessions. The contracts were opened and new set of concessions were presented to the members last month and ratified with only 207 saying that we should strike. Twelve hours later Bing and the City Council (along with Governor Snyder) said that those historic concessions were not enough, and that they would not sign the contract that they had just negotiated. Now the unions are going back to the table again to take more concessions. WE NEED TO STRIKE.
THIS MUST END NOW. Each round of concessions just sets up the next round until we draw the line. For those city workers who are sick of watching passively while our jobs, wages & benefits are slashed, our city is dismembered, our schools are closed and our assets given away or privatized, there is only one solution: form a CWJ group in your local to push to replace your concessions-only presidents at the bargaining table with CWJ leaders who will organize for a city-wide union/community strike against concessions and service cuts. Local 207’s leadership is gearing up for a strike. We will help anyone build CWJ groups in your locals. There is no time to waste. 
Detroit residents and city workers are facing a united attack from both the Democratic and Republican parties. Local 207 is the only alternative leadership that can save our city. United we can win the federal and state money we deserve to rebuild and repopulate Detroit if we fight this battle as Dr. Martin Luther King would have fought it. Join Local 207 to picket and rally at the City-County Building Tuesday, April 24. It’s time to start the fight, and carry it out to the finish. BUILD CWJ GROUPS IN EACH LOCAL AND LET’S FIGHT TO WIN!
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