
New Orleans Public School Employees Will Request a Congressional Hearing on the $750 

Million Federal Fund to Restart Schools after Hurricane Katrina 

We suggest that an oversight or investigative Congressional hearing is warranted to review the use 

of $750 million in federal funds to “Restart School Operations” after Hurricane Katrina. Obtaining 

information from witnesses will be beneficial to various Congressional committees regarding the 

intended and actual use of federal funds after a natural disaster.   

We propose that the initial review focus on the State of Louisiana, which was awarded $445.6 

million in Restart funds, and the State of Mississippi, which was awarded $222.5 million. In New 

Orleans, Louisiana (only) 7500 state-certified public school employees were terminated based on a 

claim of “no jobs and no money.” However, “the Bay St. Louis-Waveland school district in 

southwest Mississippi, some of the $13 million it has received in restart money [paid] for the 

salaries of school psychologists, behavior specialists, and social workers to counsel staff members 

and students” here.   

The fair and equal opportunity for citizens to receive authorized federal assistance after a natural 

disaster is clearly a non-partisan objective.   

The following preliminary information is offered in support of a formal request for a Congressional 

Hearing to be made on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina.    

Louisiana’s urgent request for federal funds                                                                                         

The damaged school systems not only have damaged physical property, but loss of 

students, staff, local revenue and basic state aid. The damaged districts are very 

concerned, not only with securing educational services for the students while the 

districts are closed, but in providing some type of compensation for their staffs 

during the period the districts are closed, but in providing some type of 

compensation for their staffs during the period the districts are closed.  In talking 

with Florida Department of Education about last year’s hurricane issues, we learned 

that they continued to pay their staffs and requested that the staff either help rebuild 

the schools, work in a shelter or perform other community work, or deal with their 

emergency family situations while their home schools were closed. This was done 

for several reasons, but mainly to assist in retaining staff for when the schools 

reopened.  Of course, they still lost a large percentage of staff members who found 

other jobs and/or moved away.  

In Louisiana, our situation is much more drastic. Several school systems are only 

able to make one more payroll. After that, their employees will be on 

unemployment or will need to find other work. These employees are very 

concerned with their livelihood, health insurance coverage, and just being able to 

cover basic needs.  The districts are very concerned not only for their employees, 

but with other fiscal obligations that may force the districts into financial default, 

which they will not be able to overcome for many, many years.  

here. 
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Even after the meeting was over, Mr. Picard persisted with the 

issue telling me yesterday that he has already spoken with the Governor about an Executive Order, 

presumably to initiate a takeover of the schools should we not agree to giving Mr. Roberti the 

position of Superintendent.” 

    It must also be noted that public schools in St. Tammany Parish, which borders New Orleans, also 

sustained substantial damage, but state education officials were “very supportive” in reopening 

schools there---working with FEMA to obtain trailers and some schools operated out of portable 

classrooms” In stark contrast, the state controlled financial consultants from New York ignored a 

similar plan suggested by the New Orleans Superintendent of Schools (he wanted to replace). 

Feds 

demand Nebraska repay $22 million for botched child welfare reform; Maryland misspent $28M 

http://www.nopsejustice.com/Orleans%20Parish%20School%20Board%20Meeting%20Board%20Minutes%209%2015%202005.pdf
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of ObamaCare grants; and Baltimore set to repay $4 million in misspent homeless funds. In a 

December 23, 2014 announcement about the Eastern District of Pennsylvania collecting $2.3 

billion in civil and criminal actions in FY 2014, U.S. Attorney Zane David Memeger stated, “Our 

nation’s taxpayers deserve our most aggressive efforts to recover their hard-earned tax dollars that 

have been misappropriated.”

 


