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Michigan Juvenile Lifer Re-Sentencing Hearings after Montgomery vs. 

Louisiana and Miller vs. Alabama 

 

To date, Michigan courts have held 220 re-sentencing hearings for former 
“juvenile lifers.” Courts have imposed 198 term of years (TOY) sentences and 22 life 
without parole (LWOP) sentences. Of the 22, four have been vacated on appeal, two 
more await evidentiary hearings ordered on appeal, and most others await appellate 
court decisions. 

Many of the TOY sentences were imposed pursuant to agreement between 
parties, but a number stem from contested sentencing hearings, where judges have 
denied the prosecution motion for a life without parole sentence in the majority of 
cases. 

 

 
 

198

148

22

6

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

Total TOY Resentencings

Total Pending

Total LWOP Resentencings

Total Vacated or pending Evidentiary Hearing

Total Numbers Statewide

Totals



2 
 

County List 

Bay County:   3 cases, all pending 

Berrien County:   11 cases, 5 resentenced to TOY, 1 LWOP, remainder pending  

Calhoun County:   8 cases, 6 resentenced to TOY, remainder pending 

Cass County:   2 cases, 1 resentenced to TOY, 1 pending 

Clinton County:   1 case pending 

Eaton County:  1 case, resentenced to TOY 

Genesee County:  30 cases, 12 resentenced to TOY, remainder pending  

Gratiot County:  2 cases, both resentenced to TOY 

Huron County: 1 case, resentenced to TOY 

Ingham County:  2 cases, resentenced to TOY 

Ionia County:  2 cases, 1 resentenced to TOY, 1 pending 

Jackson County:  3 cases, all resentenced to TOY 

Kalamazoo County: 9 cases, 2 resentenced to TOY, remainder pending 

Kent County:  24 cases, 13 resentenced to TOY, 7 sentenced to LWOP, 2 LWOP 
sentences vacated by Court of Appeals and new Miller 
hearings pending, 2 pending remand hearing on 
ineffective assistance of counsel claims,  remainder pending 
hearing 

Lake County:   1 case, resentenced to TOY 

Lapeer County:   1 case, resentenced to TOY 

Macomb County:   13 cases, 6 resentenced to a TOY, 2 resentenced to LWOP, 1 case 
vacated on appeal, and new trial and sentencing ordered, 
remainder pending 

Midland County:   2 cases, 1 resentenced to a TOY, 1 resentenced to LWOP 

Montcalm County:  1 case, pending resentencing 

Muskegon County:  7 cases, 1 resentenced to TOY, remainder pending (but with      
TOY offers in four cases) 

Newaygo County:   1 case, resentenced to TOY 
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Oakland County:   48 cases, 17 resentenced to TOY, 3 resentenced to LWOP 
(including one “volunteer”) 

Osceola County:   1 case, resentenced to TOY 

Ottawa County:  1 case, resentenced to LWOP 

Saginaw County:  21 cases, 11 resentence to TOY, 1 resentenced to LWOP 

Shiawassee County: 4 cases, 2 resentenced to TOY, 1 resentenced to LWOP, 1 TOY     
  resentencing pending 

 
St. Claire County:   4 cases, 1 resentenced to TOY, 1 resentenced to LWOP, remainder 

pending 

St. Joseph County:  2 cases, 2 cases resentenced to TOY 

Van Buren County: 2 cases, 2 cases resentenced to TOY 

Washtenaw County:  7 cases, 7 cases resentenced to  TOY 

Wayne County:  150 cases, 96 cases resentenced to TOY, 2 resentenced to LWOP 
(1 recently vacated on appeal with orders for a TOY 
sentence to be imposed), remainder pending 

 

*This data comes from SADO records and the Hill vs. Whitmer litigation in the 
Eastern District of Michigan.(Case No.10-cv-14568). It includes all new sentences 
under Montgomery vs. Louisiana (convictions and sentences final at the time of the 
Miller decision) and some people sentenced per Miller vs. Alabama (cases pending 
since the Miller decision). As the Hill litigation does not include all Miller cases, the 
numbers may not completely match county records. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


