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CHILDREN UNDER SIEGE: 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE IRRESPONSIBILITY OF A NATION

We are talking about 5.1 million of our children:
Who are the 5.1 million children with unauthorized parents?
*4 million or 80% are U.S. citizens

*1.1 million are themselves unauthorized or legal permanent residents

What percentage of the U.S. population do they represent?
These represent 7% of all the children in the United States under 18.

*U.S. citizen children (the children of mixed status families) are younger so that 90% of pre-school age children with unauthorized parents are U.S. citizens whereas only 60% of children with unauthorized parents are U.S. citizens.

*One out of every 16 K-12 students is a child of unauthorized parents; 70% of these are U.S. citizens; 1 out of 50 is them self unauthorized.
Is this population of children growing?
Yes. Although there has been a slight decline in the number of undocumented adults, the numbers of children of unauthorized parents is increasing steadily.

*The number of children has grown 42% faster than the population of unauthorized adults.
*The birth rate of these children is much greater than of the citizen families because:

1)  There are more two person head of family households. Over 50% of the families of the 5.1 million children are two person head of household families, and are married, while the average for U.S. citizen families is only 21%

2) The average age of the families is younger than the median age of U.S. citizen families

3) There is a higher fertility rate

What percentage of the population – and the workforce - will the 5.1 million represent in the future?

*The U.S. citizen Population is much older than the immigrant and mixed status population – and is having fewer children - and therefore the children of unauthorized parents will represent an increasingly large percentage of the U.S. population and workforce.

*The U.S. will require more young workers – and more well educated young workers – than are being produced by U.S. citizen families to provide for an economy strong enough to support the increasing number of retirees. (The average retirement age for the baby boomers began last month!)

Are these families and their children likely to leave the U.S. voluntarily?
No. In fact, while there has been an increase in the number of undocumented workers leaving the country voluntarily this year – because of stricter enforcement and declining opportunities, families with U.S. citizen or dream act eligible children show no evidence of leaving voluntarily.

*Most of these families are Mexican: about 75%, with easier access to return if deported.

*Over 100,000 U.S. citizen children saw one of their parents deported by official estimates in 2008.  Anecdotal evidence shows that a great number of these, motivated by their responsibility and ties to family, returned illegally.

Is there evidence that women are crossing the border to have children born as U.S. citizen children?

No.  
*90% of children born to an unauthorized parent were born after the parent had been here 15 months or more. 50% were born of mothers who had been here 5 years or more. 
*The high percentage of marriage and high birth rate reflects the youthful age of the young workers who come to the United States to work without papers.

What is happening to the 5.1 million children?

These children are growing up with unequal access to education and health care and in poverty – although in strong families.

· 1 out of 3 live in poverty, higher than the national average of less than 1 in 5

· Studies show they have a slower rate of cognitive development because of lack of access to programs like Head Start, Day Care Centers, Program offerings both in the schools and in the communities because their parents can’t qualify for them or don’t have access to information about them.

· Children of unauthorized parents are twice as likely to lack health insurance as children of citizens or legal residents.

These children are growing up in high stress homes

· Because of the constant threat of deportation of one or more parent

· Because of the necessity of hiding information and avoiding the risk of exposure of their parents

· Because of the long work hours often below the minimum wage of their parents.

Children are growing up in families where one parent has been deported

*Because they cannot afford to follow the deported parent who often is unable to   

 find work in the country they are deported to.

*Because the remaining parent seeks to maintain their children’s right to continue their lives in the only community they have ever known with the opportunities for a future that they have a right to.

What would happen to the 5.1 million if their families returned to their native countries and took them with them?

*Economic realities in Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean mean that they would be raised in severe poverty with poor access to education and would return when they were of age, as early as 15 or 16, to claim their rights as U.s. citizens, unprepared to participate successfully in the U.s. economy and become a part of a permanent underclass.
* Because many of the families have one parent that is a citizen or a legal permanent resident, the children would be separated from one parent or the other because economic realities would require that the parent who can stay legally in the country stay and work to provide for them when the other parent is deported.
=================================================================
THERE IS NO FREEDOM WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY !
Saying that this is a “nation of laws” does not free this nation from taking responsibility for its failure to observe these laws. The Reagan administration recognized that the nation itself had failed to comply with immigration law and sponsored the first amnesty. Following that partial remediation, the nation and its businesses actually offered employment to 12 million more undocumented workers, accepted their irretrievable contributions to social security, gave many of them tax numbers and collected their taxes, and banks and unscrupulous mortgage companies sold them mortgages. 


While it is true that millions of workers crossed the border without authorization and worked without authorization, it is also true that almost every component of this nation’s economic system knowingly utilized their labor and every citizen of the nation received the benefits of their labor and their financial contributions to the government. Meanwhile, neither Democratic nor Republican administrations moved to enforce the increasingly stringent laws.

It should be said that the current enforcement only policy – leading to 1100 deportations every day – punishes the most vulnerable of those who violated the laws of this nation. Those who benefitted from the often cruel exploitation of the undocumented have pocketed their profits and have gotten off scot free.


Because undocumented labor was not officially recognized for its part in the nation’s economic system, the hard won protections for and right to the dignity of workers were never applied to these 12 million workers. Principal among these rights is the right to form families and raise children.


As a consequence of the nation’s irresponsibility and violation of its own laws, there are now 5.1 million children, 80% of whom are U.S. citizens, the rest children who know no other country but this one, who face discrimination, inequality and perhaps the greatest violation of their human rights – the right to be raised in the covenant of a family. 


Morally and spiritually, this nation must redeem itself for the wrongs it has committed and the consequences now visited on these 5.1 million young human being. Economically, the nation’s economy may well depend on preparing them for the roles they can and should be allowed to play in the future of this country.


The failure to accept responsibility for the consequences of unethical practices has plunged this nation – and the world – into the greatest economic collapse since the great depression. Our government has responded by rewarding the majority of those responsible with greater wealth. A nation which does not take responsibility for its actions is a nation doomed to failure.


The consequences of this nation’s permissive exploitation of 12 million human beings, driven here not by the search for “the American Dream”, but because of what the American nightmare did to the economies of their own countries are in front of our eyes: the consequences are 5.1 million children who are being denied equal opportunity and the fundamental security of family.


There is no freedom without responsibility.  The dignity and human rights and necessary role in this nation’s future require that immediate action be taken to stop the separation of families IMMEDIATELY by moratorium and then by reform of the law.
LET US REMEMBER, AS THESE CHILDREN GROW ANOTHER YEAR OLDER, THAT JUSTICE DELAYED IS JUSTICE DENIED!
