GLORIA HOUSE

Gloria House, Ph.D. is Professor of Humanities and African American Studies at the University of Michigan, Dearborn, and former Director of the African and African American Studies Program.  Dr. House is also Associate Professor Emerita in the Interdisciplinary Studies Department of Wayne State University, where she was a member of the faculty for 27 years.  During her career at Wayne State University, Dr. House won distinction as an excellent teacher, a pioneer in comparative cultural studies, and a leader for more equitable treatment of minority students, staff and faculty. 

Dr. House earned her bachelor’s degree in French and Political Science and her master’s degree in Comparative Literature at the University of California at Berkeley.  Her doctorate in American Culture was completed at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, where she was a CEW Scholar and recipient of a Rackham Fellowship.

Dr. House’s research and special interests have led to wide travels -- in Europe and the former Soviet Union, Africa, the Middle East, China, Central and South America and the Caribbean.  She has always sought to understand other cultures in order to find commonalties with them, to broaden her students’ perspectives, and to build strong international solidarity.  From 1992 to 1996, Dr. House was a Visiting Professor in the English Department, and Director of the Partnership with Township High Schools at the University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Since the 1960’s, when she worked as a student in the Southern civil rights movement (field secretary in the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee in Lowndes County, Ala.), Dr. House has been actively engaged in African American community development and Third World solidarity causes.  She has served as a Board Member on the Detroit Council of the Arts and the Michigan Coalition for Human Rights. She is a co-founder of the Justice for Cuba Coalition and the Detroit Coalition against Police Brutality.  She has been a major contributor to the development of three African-centered schools in Detroit, the Aisha Shule/W.E.B. DuBois Academy, Nsoroma Institute and Timbuktu Academy. She has taught successfully at all levels of public education-- from kindergarten to university, and served as Principal at Timbuktu Public School Academy in Detroit for four years. In the 70’s, Dr. House designed and implemented a humanities curriculum leading to the bachelor’s degree for students at Jackson Maximum Security Prison.  
Professor House’s publications include two poetry collections from Broadside Press, Blood River (1983) and Rainrituals (1989), a third book of poems published by Third World Press, Shrines, (2004), a book of commentary on the political uses of environment in the United States, Tower and Dungeon:  A Study of Place and Power in American Culture, and a co-edited anthology of major poets of the Black Consciousness era, A Different Image:  The Legacy of Broadside Press (Broadside Press, 2005).  A Different Image was selected by the Library of Michigan as one of 20 Notable Books of Michigan for 2005.  Her most recent publication is the essay, “We’ll Never Turn Back,” in Hands on the Freedom Plow:  Personal Accounts of Women in SNCC, University of Illinois Press, 2010.
