&M@é"/ S Gy

*

City of Detroit: Resolution to Support Public Lighting Authority Leglslatmn

An estimated 35,000 streethghts in Detroit — 40 percent of the total — are broken, relegatmg city
resxdents and vxs:tors to lengthy penods of darkness. =

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Inoperable streetlights and the resnitant darkness compromise public safety in Detroit, whose

- residents reutinely rate rampant crime as the city’s foremost public policy concern.

The Declarat:on of Rights in the Detroit Home Rule Charter asserts: “The City shall provide jbr

the publ:c Ppeace, heal‘lh and sqfety af persons and property wrthm its jurfsdmtzonal llrmt.s' "

'WHEREAS

' WHEREAS

~ Its deficit-laden budget and weak bond rating make it impractical, if not impossible, for the City of
- Detroit to amass independently the hundreds of millions of dollars needed to ﬁx its anthuated
- publlc hghtmg system . :

Bills before the Mlchlgan Leglslature seek to abet the pubhe hghtmg challenges confrontmg
‘Detroit by penmttmg the Detroit Clty Council to create a Public Lighting Authority ‘that could

bond for resources needed to repair the municipality’s beleaguered lxghtmg system and contract

. with electnc utility ]eaders for operation / management of i .

~ WHEREAS

. earmark $12.5° m11110n of us Utlhty Users Tax revenue for repayment of would—be Pubhc nghtmg ,
--Authonty bonds _ o

'WHEREAS

WHEREAS

" RESOLVED

RESOLVED -

The package - comprismg House Bills 5688 5705 and. Senate bill 970 — would a:ﬂinn Detroit
ownership of its ‘public hghtmg system, while empowermg a ﬁve~person board to govem the

-Publlc Lxghtmg Authonty

The Mayor of the Cxty of Detrmt would appoint two - people to the board and the Detrmt Cny

‘Council, two; the Mayor will appoint one member which will be confirmed by City Council; all

five members would have to be Detroit residents; and. at least three board members must. have

: techmcal expertxse in exther engmeermg, law or acoountmg

Saxd leglslatmn aims to help Detroit limit prospectlve borrowmg costs by allowmg the oxty to

: Untll the pmspeetlve Pubhc Lxghtmg Authonty Bonds are retn‘ed, the package would dedwate 0.2

. percent of Detroit’s 2.4 percent residential income tax rate, and 0.1 percent of its 1.2 percent non-

- residential levy, ‘to ‘the ‘Detroit Police Department t0 replace Utility Users “Tax money that
currently is statutonly dedxcated to hmng and retmnmg Detroit. pohce oﬂicers :

The leg:slatxon also would promote stabxlity in Detrmt general fund revenues by both ehmmatmg
boxlerplate prescribing annual reductions in the city’s income tax rates and mitlgatmg Detrolt

geneml fund subsxdxzatlon of 1ts mumcnpal hghtmg system

The goal of this penmssive leglslauon is to arm Detroxt ‘government with a tool to fix an emergent.

- deﬁcleney in a key city service and not to interfere w1th future declsmns by elected leaders

ooncemmg street hghtmg; Now Therefore Be It

- That the honorable Detroit Cxty Colmcll respectﬁllly asks the Mxelngan Legxslature to pass House
_. Bi]ls 5688 and 5705 -and Senate Blll 970 and Be It anlly -

That & copy of thls Resolutlon be sent to Governor Rlck Snyder Detroit Mayor Dave Bmg, House

v Speaker Jase Bolger; Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville; Representatives Tim Bledsoe,

Lisa Howze, Alberta T'nsley-Talabl Maureen Stapleton, -John ‘Olumba, Fred Durhal, Jimmy

“Womack," Tommy Stallworth, Shanelle Jackson, Harvey Santana, David Nathan and Rashida

Tlaib; and Senators Coleman Young Jr, Bert Johnson ‘Morris. Hood, Virgil Smxth and Tupao
Hunter. -
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