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M ICHIGAN LIFER RICKY RIMMER -BEY: CONVICTED DRUG
DEALER COP JAMES HARRIS FRAMED ME FOR MURDER
https://voiceofdetroit.net/2020/08/04/michiqgdifer -ricky-rimmer-beyconvicteddrug-dealer
cop-jamesharris-framedme-for-murder/

Former Detroit Police Sgt.JamesHarris, left, is showntaking $50,000from undercoverFBl agentMike Castro,
in exchangefor protectingan international shipmentof 100kg. of cocaine.Castrowaswasposingasa drug
deale Harris waslater convictedand spent20 yearsin federalprison. (FBI photo)

Rimmer-Bey: | refusedto selldrugs for Harris, knew that he would setme up or kill me
Account confirmed by 1 9 7 Qe@lsbor who refusedH a r rdensalddto testify against
Rimmer-Bey
1 Michigan SupremeCourt overturned co-defendantTimothy J o r d aonwviction in
1982; Timothy Kenny, WCC Court Chief Judge,wastrial AP
1 Harris convictedin 1992for using Detroit copsto protect wholesalecocainesuppliers, given
30yrs.; Pres.G.W. Bushcommuted sentenceafter 20 yrs.
1  While part of S.T.R.E.S.S.Harris ledii Ro c h Ste¢tMa s s a killing Dap. Sheriff and
wounding others; Harris and 2 copschargedwith murder
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PUT DIRTY COP JAMES HARRIS ON BRADY LIST &
INVESTIGATE CASE OF RICKY RIMMER -BEY

By Diane Bukowski
First published Aug. 3, 2020, revised several times since

DETROIT dA[ James] Harris was a dp
to sell drugs in the neighborhood for him and | refused . . . |
knew that he would set me up or kill me. He did both when he
put me in here for the rest o

Ricky Rimmer-Bey, now 66, used these wordsm a letter to his
attorney, dated Feb. 12, 2020, to explain why he is claiming
actual innocence, as he has throughout 44 years of
incarceration, and seeking his freedom and exoneration.

He was convicted of first-degree felony murder in 1976, when
hewas22 f or the death of a car

The officer-in-charge of his case was DPD Sgt. James Harris  Ricky Rimmer-Bey as youth
who was himself convicted in 1992 for using police officers and cars to protect drug
dealers bringing international shipments of cocaine to Detroit.

He wani

Detr oi

Rimmer-Bey 6s mot her Mrs. Lovie Rimmer told VOD J
of her hospitality before arresting her son in their home at 9170 Holcomb in 1975,
dining on steak dinners she cooked for nine days straight. She saidche told her he was
trying to protect her son, not get him sentenced to prison for life. She said Harris
arrested Rimmer-Bey without explanation after the dinners, threatening to kill him, as
she watched.

Mrs. Rimmer said she had seven children, with Ricky being the
youngest of her sons. Rimmer-Bey recounted the days of his

in pamphlet form.

He said the family first lived on Meldrum Street, in the Black

Bottom community, then moved to a two -family flat at

Montcl air at East Jefferson in t
working to support the household.

He recounted traumatic incidents that happened in those years,

: including watching a man commit suicide by lying down on
Ricky RimmerBey on cover railroad tracks, and later watching a drug dealer severely beat a
Of bio iMy Measure man with a baseball bat.

He said neighborhood children never received counseling from Detroit Public Schools
social workers for those and other traumatic incidents they experienced.

2

childhood in a short autobiography



WILLIAM  MESSENGER SR.: HARRIS TRIED TO MAKE ME LIE ON RICKY

William H. Messenger, Sr. lived in Rimmer-Bey 0 s

nei ghborhood on Knodell i n the
affidavit, he said Hatrris tried to get him to testify falsely

against Rimmer-Bey during his preliminary exam, but he

refused.

ARi cky was arrested on an ar med
that no one in our neighborhood
said in a sworn affidavit, adding that another man was

likely guilty of the crime.

Aln 1975, Detective Harris, who

! Seven homicide division, was routinely assigned to patrol

"'our community, 0 Messenger conti-r
everyone that he was a corrupt dirty cop. He had asgt.

James Harris at Police HQ reputation for getting street guys to say they saw or heard

about someone committing a murder or robbery 8 people who had nothing to do with

the crime. . .

Al personally told Detective Harris when he s
witness room at the Frank Murphy Hall, that Ricky had nothing to do with this crime.

Hi s response was, Ol want Ri mmer. 60

Messenger <called Harris a ficorrupt, dangerous
those he was sworn to protect and serve. o0 He
upinprisonhimsel f, fAhe stil]l l eft many victims in hi

HA RRIS NOT ON WAYNE CO. PROS. KYM WORT HY @RBADY LIST

Pros. Kym Worthy Brady/Giglio
Rimmer-Be y 0S St 0T y e e R R e o))
brought to ||ght now after all exculpatory evidence, material to guilt or
Wayne CO Prosecutor Kym punishment, must be produced

A B a Giglio v. United States, 405 U.S. 150
Wor t h Y 0S . rel eassé (1972), and United States v. Henthorn,
Bradyo Iist on 931 F.2d 29 (9" Cir. 1991)

- impeachment evidence of government

It named 35 law enforcement witnesses, including law enforcement
Officers WhO had been Convicted personnel, must be produced
Afor offenses i nvol viwayg Cot Plosdutdr Kym Worthy
dishonesty, fraud, false statement, bias and bribery . . .crimes that can be considered by
fact finders in a trial when credibility is b

The list takes its name from two cases in which the U.S. Supreme Court ruled tha
prosecutors must disclose all exculpatory evi
case, including the criminal and disciplinary records of police officers involved.



In her release, Worthy said she would publish an updated list this September, and
guarterly thereafter. See current list at http://voiceofdetroit.net/wp -
content/uploads/Wayne -County -Prosecutor -Brady -list -issued -7-16-20.pdf

In other jurisdictions, prosecutors and city officials are aggressively pursuing dirty cops
and the false convictions they engineered.

BALTIMORE: MOSBY TOSSES 790 CONVICTIONS, IMPRISONS COPS

Baltimore City St at eo0lsashbeguhaskigey Mar
judges to throw out nearly 800 convictions that she said were

tainted by officers linked to a corruption scandal, according to an

AP report Oct. 5, 2019.

AThe Baltimor
Marilyn Mosby
city officers
article.

SunStapedsedt Foiraay
s review found 790 cr
whom she says she has

e
0

AMosby updated the number of office
State AGMarilyn Mosby Friday, saying it could fluctuate as her office investigates.

AEi ght members of the Gun Trace Task Force we
sentenced to prison. Many of the other 17 off
testimony during the federal trial, though not necessarily char ged wi t h cri mes. |
of fice hasndét disclosed all of their names be
https://wjla.com/news/local/ba ltimore -prosecutor -wants -790 -tainted -

convictions -erased -10-05-2019

NYC CCRB RELEASES BRADY LIST OF 3,996 COPS, 12,056 COMPLAINTS

The New York City Civilian Complaint Review
Board (CCRB) compiled a list of 3,996 officers
with 12,056 complaints, at least one of which
had been substantiated for each officer. The
list covered complaints going back two
decades.

Although the list, released to the American
Civil Liberties Union, is currently under court
review pending a court hearing, the online
newspaper ProPublica published it.

New York City Civilian Complaint Review dard
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The list includes four categories of complaints:

FORCE: 7,636 (Officer used excessive or otherwise unnecessaryorce); ABUSE
OFAUTHORITY 20,292 (Officer used police powers to take unwarranted actions, such
as unlawful searches; DISCOURTESY4,677 (An officer engaged in rude or profane
behavior toward a civilian), and OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE 753 (An officer used one or
more slurs relating to race, ethnicity, gender, religion, sexual orientation or disability).

CONVICTIONS ENGINEERED BY HARRIS SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED

The record of former DPD Sgt. James Harris, the chief investigating officer in Rimmer -

Bey 6s c as @nvictions foruacdhumber of the offenses outlined by Worthy, as

noted in VOD6éWagnki €Ebp. sPopbpgecutor Kym Worthy
Victoria Burton-Har rVOD cemai |l ed Worthyodés office Aug. 3
name would be included in its updated list in September, but has not received a

response to date.

https://voiceofdetroit.net/2020/07/21/wayne -co-prosecutor _-kym -worthy -
must -go -vote -for -victoria -burton -harris -aug -4-in -dem -primary/

O OPERATB@ANK KB ON®NAGGED HARRIS

In a broadly publicized FBI sting in 1992, known as
AOper at i on HBrasovastawested,abDetroit

City Airport for conspiracy to protect a shipment of 100
?-, kg. of cocaine coming in from Miami. Ten other officers
and civilians including Willie Volsan were arrested and
charged as well.

S>gfl. James Harms

DETROIT POLICE DEPT Harris, Volsan and three others were convicted. Harris

was sentenced to 30 years in
prison, 20 of which he served
before former U.S. President George W. Bush commuted his
sentence.

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals refused to overturn the
Willie Volsan convictions in 1994 (45 F.3d 431 (6th Cir. 1994) Dec.29,
1994).

The court said there was sufficient proof that Volsan and Harris
Asupplied [ FBI agent Mi kel] Cast S

five instances. On each occasion, Agent Castro and another agent, Willie Volsan
purporting to carry fAdrug mdanlaumdering purpdsesn ks i n
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would be accompanied by Detroit police officers. On each occasion, Agent Castro
arranged to pay each police officer $3,000.

AEventually, defendants Volsan and Harris als
Castr obs dts.ungexciahge fompeotecting each 100 kg. cocaine shipment, the
participants would split $50, 000 among themse

Volsan got 15 years in prison as a result of the sting, and the others got lesser sentences.
U.S. District Court Judge Barbara Hackett, who s ent enced them, said AT

A

James Harris regretted was getting caught . 0

See:http://voiceofdetroit.net/wp -content/uploads/James -Harris -Ex-Cop -Gets -30 -Year -
Term -Freep.pdf .
http://voiceofdetroit.net/wp -content/uploads/Sixth -Circuit -1994 -ruling -USA-V-James -

Harris _-et-al.pdf
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S.T.R.E.S.S, HARRIS, ROCHESTER ST. MASSACRE

In 1972, Harriswas a member of DPD6s notorious S.T.R.E
Enjoy Safe Streets) unit, which killed 26 Black unarmed civilians, including one woman,

during its existence. Detroiters rose up in a massive movement that eventually got

Detr oi t 6 s Mdyadr Cotenan Bduageliected on promises to disband S.T.R.E.S.S.

Wayne County Prosecutor William Cahalan charged Harris and two other S.T.R.E.S.S.
cops with murder, attempted murder, felonious assault, and felony firearm with intent
to commit murder, during what came to be know
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Harris and four other DPD S.T.R.E.S.S.officers conducted a
midnight raid on a Rochester Street apartment on March 9,
1972. Five deputy sheriffs and a civilian were playing poker.
Harris and Ronald Martin led the attack, after seeing a
sheri ff 6 streel elqthestegter thebuilding with his
weapon. (Deputies are required to carry their weapons while
off-duty.)

They shot and killed Wayne County deputy sheriff Henry
Henderson, shot and permanently injured deputy sheriff
James Jankins, and shot and keat Deputy Henry Duvall.

Duvall was working undercover for an FBI narcotics unit at the

ti me, according to an account

detailed account is linked below.

Dep. Henry Henderson

given by

Robert

The surviving individuals said the S.T.R.E.S.S. c@s began firing without warning, and
even continued after the sheriffs showed their badges and identified themselves as law

enforcement officers.

‘DEAL WITH TRASH': Ronald
Martin, a STRESS officer with
the Delroil Police Department
comments on his job, “We deal

reveal

One DPD officer who arrived on
the scene as backup tried to stop
the S.T.R.E.S.S. cops after
recognizing Duvall, being held by
Martin with a semi -automatic
pistol at his head. Even then, the
sheriffs said, the beatings
continued.

The incident should have been
ed to Harri
attorneys during his trial, under
the provisions of Brady v.
Maryland. Duv al | 6s

with trash . . . The coarse side Sgt, Harris on S.T.R.E.S.S.  the FBI narc unit was ared flag.

of life this is what we see. IL

The Rochester Street Massacre was a prominent factor in the massive community
movement against S.T.R.E.S.S. that developed as the cops kept up their murderous
rampage. The movement arose after S.T.R.E.S.S. cops attackethree young activists,
Mark Clyde Bethune, John Percy Boyd, and Hayward Brown outside a drug house in
Detroit. The three fought back, and two S.T.R.E.S.S. cops were Kkilled.

af fi

The entire Detroit police force then launched a massive search for the three young men,
kicking in doors across the city without warrants and arresting innocent people as

s 06

de

at



Detroiters rose up in outrage. Bethune and Boyd fled Detroit and were later killed by
cops in Atlanta.

Brown was arrested and went on trial. His
attorney Kenneth Cockrel, Sr. argued that the
three young men were seeking to rid the city of
drug houses, and that the S.T.R.E.S.S. copwho
attacked them were protecting the drug house in
guestion.

Brown was roundly acquitted of that charge and
numerous other charges brought against him
afterwards. The movement culminated in the

el ection of Detroitos
Young, whoran on a promise to abolish
S.T.R.E.S.S., which became his first act in office
in 1974. Hayward Brown (center) with atty. KerCockrel Sr.

Harris was reassigned to the DPD Homicide division, and then inexplicably became a
member of Youngébés security detail

https://www.robertankony.com/blog/the -rochester -street -massacre

HARRIS: NO REMORSE, SUPPORTS S.T.R.E.S.S.

Paul Egan of t he Detroit News v
commutation of Harri sd sentence.
described it as a fApardon. 0 A cc

| conviction standing.

Egan wrot e, AHarris has no pol it]i
his clemency through his remorse and help he gave to law

enforcement after he went to prison, those involved with his

case said.

A6l think ités great, d sai d Assi s
Harris in2017 (MLive Photo) Helland, who prosecuted Harris twice after the first trial

ended i n a hun dpedoutagymuch@dhe cah a dcenlra of which was a

video he made to dissuade other cops from turning bad. Even to a prosecutor, the

sentence he got, quite frankly, was an extrao

Egan also wrote that Attorney James B. Craven Ill, who campaigned for the
commutation, told him that Harris gave federa
about the 1985 drug-related drive-by shooting of 13-year-old Damion Lucas.


https://www.robertankony.com/blog/the-rochester-street-massacre

To date, however, the chil® not
solved or the perpetrators charged. :
Egan said Harris, 62 on hi Al eg

and suffering from diabetes and hypertension. But nine
years after his release, Harris appeared to be relaxed
and thriving during an interview by Ben Solis of MLive
in July, 2017.

Solis interviewed Harris and retired Detroit police officer Damion Lucas(r) with brother Freddy
Tom Robinson together on the 50th anniversary of the 1967 rebellion in Detroit.

Solis erroneousl|l y de s EeaevideetlddidHhat know tkat Haigsis fir et i r e
left DPD in disgrace, sentenced to 30 years in prison for guarding global drug dealers as

they imported large quantities of cocaine into a city reeling from the effects of the crack

cocaine epidemic. And Harrisevident | y di dndét think to correct h

Solis wrote, fiEven as they descrtheb60sand mpant r
1970s, Harris and Robinson vehemently defend police officersof all stripes, even Walter

Budzyn and Larry Neversi who were convicted in the 1992 murder of Malice

Green.Robi nson said he knew both of them, and sa

AWhil e many Detroiters re
riot as a rebellion, born out of years

of economic discrimination, Harris
doesndtt.bwy fnDewoitinl i ved i
1967, jobs weraedpdentif ul

(|) James Harris called ST.R.ES.S.afiwor t hy o
4 e = effort in the 2018 documentary, i De t onalért

Detroit Under_STRESS Directors_Cut” S. T. R. Ebo&stir§ thatawhite and Black killer

JAMES HARRISY cops in it got along well. The documentary ironically

i ) cites the drug trade as a leading cause of crime/

RAYMOND PETERSON (R) Among the S.T.R.E.S.S.
cops that Harris got along with. Peterson had the

highest A k i taltedin the unit. Intervie w as published
is from the documentary Detroit Under S.T.R.E.S.S.
Video at https://lyoutu.be/35HXxHSCCATA

( V O mpotogizesfor P e t e r wseohtdesi Nword
and other profanities, but his language exposeshis
racism.)

http://lawenforcementcorruption.blogspot.com/2008/11/prosectgornthail-pardon-of-ex-cop.himl
https://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/2017/07/for_black detroit cops the 196.html
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Two Chief Prosecution Withesses Recanted
During Trial, Denied Earlier Statement s

Ricky Rimmer-Bey and his cadefendant Timothy Jordan were charged, tried and
convicted in front of Recorder & Court Judge Henry Heading on Feb. 11, 1976 for the
robbery/ murder of Delta Motor Sales car lot dealer Joseph Kratz on Aug. 7, 1975. The
car lot was located at 17711 Van Dyke between East Davison and E. Nevada in Detroit.

The Assistant Prosecutor assigned to the case was
Timothy Kenny, now Chief Judge for the Wayne Co. Third
Judicial Circuit Court. Kenny worked as an AP for 20

years prior to becoming a R “'
and later was elected to the Wayne County Third Judicial '

Circuit Court.

He became the chief trial e Ny L, t he Pr
Office during his tenure there, working side by with TIMOTHY M. KENNY &=

current Wayne Co. Prosecutor Kym Worthy, who joined n— —
the prosecetiom 65984 fiHe became §

judge in 1996, and later a Wayne County Third Judicial Circuit T
Judge.

The Michigan Court of Appeals affirmed Rimmer-Bey 6 s f e
murder conviction, but vacated the armed robbery conviction on
June 21, 1978. The Michgan Supreme Court denied appeal on
January 30, 1985. Rimmer-Bey subsequently filed a habeas
appeal which was heard in the U.S. District Court.

AThe district court initially Ky . he pet
Rimmer-Bey 6s constitut i odlylthe stategrialt BRCJudgeHengHeadiigo | at e
courtds erroneous evidentiary ruling, o0 the Si

The District Court withdrew its ruling when the State Attorney General objected.

The Sixth Circuit held t hat althdughatvioldatiamlof court 6s
Rimmer-Bey 6s due process rights, was harmless be
on to render the same opinion, likewise denying relief.

But the Sixth Circuit did find that Rimmer -Bey had been denied his constitutional right
toconfront an all eged accomplice witness, one ¢
Neither was ever charged for the crime. A third alleged accomplice named in the opinion

was killed a short time later, some claimed by police. A fourth alleged accomplice was

also dead by the time of the trial.
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A Ri mraBey claims that the trial court erroneously

CarDealer excludedf r om t he jurydés considerat

an accomplice witness had recanted his preliminary
Is Slain examination testimony which implicated Rimmer -
Bey, 0 sai d t Hteoted ithat thhwitr@ssr c ui t .

A Detroit used car dealer | had indeed signed a sworn statement during the
was shot and killed Thursday, | trial, recanting his previous testimony implicating
in a robbery at his east side | Rjnmer-Bey at the exam.
lot, said.

said Joseph Kratz, 49,

owner of the Delta Motor | Trial transcripts show that the witness then told
Sales, 17711 Van Dyke, was |, Judge Heading, outside the presence of the jury, that
fatally wounded when hel & | | he was willing to testify truthfully at trial. He was
m:&fuﬁ“ sworn in and told Judge Heading th at officers had

Kratz was shot ouéc. stag- | . told him falsely that the defendants killed his
mmvummw.lbrother. He sai d, n We | | at t he
lapsed in the stre~t. He was brother and | wasHetodi nking r ev
dead on arrival at Holy Cross | Heading that the first statement he gave to the police
Hospital. - + was false.

Police were investigating. It
was not immediately deter-
mined how much money was '~ At that point, AP Kenny interve ned and said that the
taken. witness could face charges for giving false statements

to the police and at the preliminary exam. The
witness however persisted in declaring that he still wished to testify in open court. Judge
Heading then asked the witness if he warted an attorney to advise him of his rights.

The witness agreed, and Heading
appointed defense Attorney Gerald
Lorence to do so.After meeting with
Lawrence, the witness told the Judge he
wished to invoke his Fifth Amendment
right not to testify because it might
incriminate him.

At AP KennyO0s reque .
objection of both Rimmer-Bey 6 s AR
defense attorney Warfield Moore, Jr., as Atty. Gerald Lorene Atty. Warfield Moore, Jr.
well as the attorney for Jordan, Heading held that the withess was not available,
although he remained present in the witness room.

Headingthenadmit t ed t he witnessod recanted testimony
which was read into the record in the presence of the jury. Despite the insistence of the

defense attorneys that the jury had a right to hear that the witness had recanted that

testimony durin g his meeting with the judge, Judge Heading refused to allow the jury to

hear about the recantation.
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6th Amendment The Sixth Circuit ruling cont
of confrontation, including the opportunity to test

Right 1o canfrout witnessns credibility of witnesses through cross-examination

;‘;?l“‘ LA VB s what a fair trial is all about. Davis v. Alaska, 415

U.S. 308, 31516 (1974). A trial court may not deny

X : a defendantds exploration of
ey R prejudice or motive for testifying. Id. See also,
Delaware v. Van Arsdall, 475 U.S. 673, 681 (1986).

Right to legal advice

Right to know you have
constitutional rights

= AWe find here after a review
trial courtodés evidentiary ruli-Bgyceasnsomnsuit edt |
rights. Rimmer -Bey was denied his right of confrontation, including the opportunity to
evaluate Smiyt.hodbs credi bil it

However, the 6th Circuit found that the deni a

testimony of another alleged accomplice witness along with that of a bystander witness
was substantive enough to sustain the conviction.

But the trial transcripts show that the second witness, age 16 at the time of the car lot
murder, denied that he had seen anything directly implicating Rimmer -Bey or Jordan,
although he did place himself and the others at the
scene of the crime.

He failed to testify first of all that he saw the
defendants with weapons on the days of the

murder. AP Kenny told the Judge out of the
presence of the jury thidg
at the testimony, and wanted to show him his
previous statements to impeach him as a hostile
witness. Judge Heard then agreed to read an
instruction to the jury that this was not to be
termed fisebeviadénce, 0 bu
them to assess the def en

e |
Kenny read the young man, who was 16 at the time Harris, Kemy forced 16y.owitness statement
of the murder, a statement he said the witness had given to Sgt. Harris, indicating that

he saw the defendants shoot at the victimwith their guns. The witness denied saying

that he saw them shoot at or chase the victim. He denied seeing Rimmer-Bey go out

into the street to get money, allegedly from the robbery, and denied seeing the victim

run out into the street.

Al didndt see him shoot or chase himBewith a ¢
He said he had told Harris that he did, but it was not true. He named another individual

he said brought the guns to their car and took them afterwards. AP Kenny went round

and round with him until he finally said he saw Rimmer -Bey wi t h Asomeo mone
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Later,t he i ssue of who killed the third accompl i
heard the police killed him. 0 The deceased th
witness and a good friend of the 16year-old. The 16-year-old testified on the record that

police falsely told him the two defendants killed the third accomplice.

The witness testified that he had been charged in the case in juvenile court. Moore asked
him, fiYou didndét want to stand trial i ne this
here to testify, is that right?06 The witness

The Sixth Circuit decided against Rimmer-Bey 6 s c¢cl aim regarding the |
his witnesses, but under a new Michigan court rule, he still has the right to raise new
evidence as well @ the issue of his innocence in a motion for relief from judgment.

MI. COURT RULE REVISION GIVES
RIMMER -BEY OPENING

The Michigan Supreme Court revised Michigan Court Rule

6.508(D) (2) effective May 1, 2020 to allow for the trial court to

consider claims that have beendecided against the defendant if

s/ he has fAnew evidenceo that woul d 0
probable at retrial, or if the previously -decided claims, when

considered together with the new claim for relief, create a

significant possibility of actual innocen c e . 0

MICHIGAN COURT RULE 6.508 D(2) as revised
Effective May 11, 2020, the Michigan Supreme Court ordered new language to be added

to MCR.6.508(D)(2):

(2)  alleges grounds for relief which were decided against the defendant in a prior
appeal or proceeding under this subchapter, unless the defendant establishes
that a retroactive change in the law has undermined the prior decision; for

purposes of this provision, a court is not precluded from considering
previously-decided claims in the context of a new claim for relief, such as in
determining whether new evidence would make a different result probable

on retrial, or if the previously-decided claims. when considered together with

the new claim for relief, create a significant possibility of actual innocence:

http://voiceofdetroit.net/wp -content/uploads/MCR -6.508 -D2 -as-revised.pdf

The Michigan Supreme Court overturned the conviction of Rimmer -B e y 6-deferdant
Timothy Jordan in the case on June 30, 1982 and remanded it for a new trial.
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ruction that it had

voluntariness of a

determination by the trial judge, not the jury. However, by informing the jury that he
had found the confession to be voluntary, the trial judge deprived the defendant of his

right to ha

ve the exist

ence and credibility

A MYME AS URERIMMER -BEY 44 YRS. LATER

fJackson inmates, guests
sing of common freedom

| “Lift every voice and sing
“Till earth and heaven ring,
“Ring with the harmonies of Lib-
m .
- from “Lift Every Voice and

Saturday's banquet, which began after

e — —— ———————————

a year-end business meeting, included
reporters, corrections employes and
legislative staff members. As
incongruous as the setting was, certain
fundamental truths about men and
what brings them together sometimes
have a way of transcending, and they
did this night:

As when George White-El, branch
treasurer, sald, “We are all brothers, of
the number,” and everyone knew he
meant more than the six-digit
identification inmates get the day they
arrive and keep until they die —
whether they return to prison or not.

As when inmates Ricky Rimmer-
Bey, W.T. Johnson-El, Paul Spillman-
Bey, Edward Knowlton and Eric
harmonizing, a through
“Allah Who Never Say No" and “Just
For His Love."

And, finally, as when D. Lee
Williams, legal adviser to the NAACP
state president, bluntly noted:

“You are the role models. There are
children that are coming here to visit
you. And teenagers . . . and you can tell
them what not to do. You can stand up
and stand tall and once you get out of
here, don't come back no more.”

singing of liberty at Jackson
and meaning the same thing by

(L) Free Press article, dated April 14,
1986, describes songs done by Ricky
Rimmer-Bey and others a cappella, as
part of a banquet given by the newly-
formed prison chapter of the NAACP.

Despite what he says is the theft of
his whole life by James Hatrris,
Rimmer -Bey has survived and
fought back against the brutal
conditions he has experienced,
writing of them in his pamphlet
autobiography, AThe
Rimmer -Bey joined the Moorish

Science Temple of America in 1983

and was later elected Acting

Assistant Grand Sheik under

Bomecca Bey, then Acting Grand

Sheik. This has given him areligious

and political context for his many

years of incarceration, he says.

As described in the article at left, he
became part of the newly-formed
prison chapter of the NAACP,
singing spirituals affiliated with his
new religious beliefs.

He also joined the National Lifers of

America, which has thousands of chapters throughout the U.S. The NLA provides an
opportunity for its members to organize together for better conditions, and to influence
criminal justice policies, including death by incarceration, i n mainstream forums . In

A My

Measur e,

0O hi s

a tBeyadroumshrs irgt imeeting vidth theme r

woman who became the love of his life, Torchisa Marchett Hall, while he was in Jackson

when she came to visit

him.
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AShe was stunnin®eg.r éWh
came through the gates, | gently took her hand and

stated, O6Are you my bl es 1 0
kiss her on the cheek. She immediately pulled back,
sayng ONO, Il 6m your Vvisitc«

to our assigned seats. . . She stayed in my life on and = =
off for 34 years, traveling from prison to prison to
see about me. | will always love her for she is a
beautiful spirit.o

He recounts how while he was enrolled in Jackson
Community College in 1986-87, 23 credits short of
obtaining hi s associateds degk '
charged with the attempted murder of a corrections u!f?;i: ol
officer and transferr ed to the lonia SuperMax prison  Ricky Rimmer-Bey, Torchisa M. Hall

at Level VI, reserved for the most dangerous prisoners in the MDOC. He was acquitted
in Jackson County Circui t Court in 1988, but kept <con
segregationo (the hole) from 1987 to 1993.

iy .

In 1994, he says he was again falsely charged, this time in the death of another prisoner.
He was transferred to various Level 5 prisons subsequently, despitethe fact that an
internal investigation had cleared him. He ended up back in the hole for another five
years until 2010, when he was finally transferred to a level four facility.

In 2010, | was transferred from level five and sent to is level four facility. Immediately | tried to
get involved within any and all programs that were available to me, however, each program |
tried to get enrolled in, | was told that | had to wait because, "I'm serving a natural life sentence,
and prisoners that are on their way home, have top priority."

Later, | was transferred to my first level two facility where | took full advantage of all the pro-
grams offered. To date, | have earned and received the following certificates of completion
and prisoner program and work assignment evaluation - CSJ-363.

1.) The art of communication, Public Speaking, which | facilitated teaching the art to other pris-
oners at the Lakeland Correctional Facility in Coldwater. The curriculum included The Twenty
One Laws Of Speaking, and body action language;

2.) Completion of 16 weeks in Leadership Development,

3.) Tutor Certificate in workshop in the Michigan Method Of Tutoring adults in literacy,

4.) Bloodborne Pathogen Cleanup Training,

5.) Custodial Maintenance,
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| AM NOT BITTER, BUT | DO HOPE AND PRAY THAT
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PHILOSOPHIES AND
PRACTICE PROVE TRUE IN MY HAVING A SECOND
CHANCE AT LIFE ON THE OUTSIDE. Ricky

Rimmer -Bey

Write Ricky Rimmer -Bey at:
Ricky Rimmer #133464
1728 Bluewater Highway
lonia, MI 48846

@ Donations for the Voice of Detroit are urgently needed to keep
this paper, which is published pro bono , going. Among ongoing
expenses are quarterly HostPapa web charges of $380. costs

for research including court documents, internet fees, office supplies, gas,

etc. The editor and reporters are not paid for their dedicated work, and
many live on fixed incom es or are incarcerated. Please, if you can:

DONATEOVODa't

https://www.gofundme.com/VOD -readers -up
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